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About Cambridge English Readers

What is the Cambridge English Readers
series?

Fiction for learners of English at six levels from
elementary to advanced.

What is special about Cambridge English
Readers?

This series, specially written for adult and young
adult learners, combines the highest quality of
writing and storytelling with great sensitivity to
learners’ linguistic needs. This combination ensures a
successful, enjoyable reading experience with
learners eager to finish one book and start another.

Why are Cambridge English Readers so
successful?

The series offers new adult fiction written around
contemporary themes from authors who can create
believable characters and gripping plots, and make
these accessible to the learner.

How is this done?

B by writing within a genre known to the
reader

The series contains thrillers, romance, comedy,
adventure, science fiction, murder mystery, ghost
stories and human interest. Comprehension and
speed of reading is increased because the reader
has less new information to process and is placed
in a familiar landscape.

B by treating the reader as an adult

The series deals with themes and topics of
contemporary relevance and does not fall into the
traps of treating the learner as a child, equating
low language level with low intellectual level or
limited experience of life, or of offering
watered-down versions of the classics. Instead,
the series offers original, exciting fiction at the
right language level.

B by making reading a pleasure through
positive language control and information
control

Learners can read Cambridge English Readers
easily without a dictionary and understanding is
enhanced by careful contextualisation and
recycling of new words. The vocabulary at each
level is established by reference to recent
corpus-based lexical research, analysis of
commonly-occurring words in course materials
and readers, and the Council of Europe’s
Waystage and Threshold levels. The grammatical
grading reflects that of most Cambridge
University Press courses.

B Dby offering titles which look like ‘real’ books

lllustrations are only used at the two lowest levels
of the series. Many titles feature international
rather than UK settings with stories set in
northern and southern Europe, Asia, Africa, North
and South America and Australasia.

by providing a comprehensive range of
supporting materials

Cassette recordings of the full text and
photocopiable worksheets are available for all
titles.

B by catering for learners at all levels, from
elementary to advanced

The highest level provides the much requested
bridge to authentic reading materials which is
missing from most other graded readers series. It
achieves this by having a considerably larger
vocabulary and no formal grammatical controls.
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What are the Cambridge English Readers levels?

A guide to show how levels in the Cambridge English Readers series relate to Cambridge
examinations and Cambridge University Press coursebooks.

UCLES level  Coursebooks

LEVEL 1 True to Life Starter
400 headwords Changes Intro
Length: approx. 4,000 words New Interchange Intro
Starter
LEVEL 2 KET True to Life Elementary
800 headwords New Cambridge English Course / Cambridge English Course 1
Length: approx. 10,000 words Language in Use Beginner
Elementary Changes

New Interchange 1
LEVEL 3 PET True to Life Pre-intermediate
1300 headwords New Cambridge English Course / Cambridge English Course 2
Length: approx. 15,000 words Language in Use Pre-intermediate
Pre-intermediate Changes 2

Activate your English Pre-intermediate

New Interchange 2
LEVEL 4 True to Life Intermediate
1900 headwords New Cambridge English Course / Cambridge English Course 3
Length: approx. 20,000 words Language in Use Intermediate
Intermediate Changes 3

Activate your English Intermediate

New Interchange 3
LEVEL 5 FCE True to Life Upper-intermediate
2800 headwords New Cambridge English Course / Cambridge English Course 4
Length: approx. 25,000 words Language in Use Upper-intermediate
Upper-intermediate
LEVEL 6 CAE New Advanced Cambridge English
3800 headwords English Panorama 1
Length: approx. 30,000 words Passages 1
Advanced English Panorama 2

CPE Passages 2
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What is the grammatical grading?

A guide to the grammatical structures available at each level of the series.

Present continuous I’'m waiting for the bus.

Present continuous (with future reference) I'm leaving tomorrow.

‘going to’ future You're going to be a rich man.

Past simple (regular and common irregular) / closed my eyes and went to sleep.

Modals: ‘must’ and ‘can’ /t must stop. You can send letters by computer.

Verb + adverb Me/ said quickly.

Noun + 2 adjectives beautiful, rich people

Two clause sentences with ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘or’ / took a bus and walked to the Waldorf.
Open questions Can / call you Frank?

wh-questions Where was it?

Indirect speech (no tense change) He said he lives in London. The TV said it's going to rain.
Impersonal ‘it’ /t's a long way from here.

Short answers Yes, it is. No, you can't. Yes, they have.

There is/There are There’s a lot to do.

Level 2

‘will" future He'll come tomorrow.

Past continuous She was saying goodbye.
Present perfect They have just left.

Modals: ‘have to’, ‘could’ / have to go. | couldn’t see anything.

Main clause + 1 subordinate clause When | got near to the house | saw lots of people.
Verb + 2 adverbs They drove away very slowly in the dark.

Tag questions You will help me, won't you?

Comparison: comparative and superlative of adjectives This room is bigger. It was the smallest.
Relative clauses: ‘who’, ‘that’, “which’ He is the man who lives next door.

Conjunctions: so, because, before, after, when, then

ask/tell + infinitive They told me to drive slowly.

love etc. + gerund Steve loved surfing.

Infinitive of purpose They went to the shop to get some milk.
Gerund as subject Writing was hard.

Simple indirect speech (with tense changes) He asked what | meant.

Open conditional /f you eat too much you put on weight.
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Level 3

Present perfect continuous What have you been doing?
Past perfect She had driven from London.

‘used to’ They used to go to Greece.

Simple passive The bag was found three days later.
Modals: need, should, may, ought, might

Main clause + 2 subordinate clauses The bullet cut through the coat but didn’t hit Chapman, who
shot at the same time.

Noun + 3 adjectives a lovely blue silk scarf

1st conditional /f / go this morning, I'll come back straight after the meeting.
2nd conditional / would come if you wanted.

Indirect speech (more complex including wh-questions and if) / asked him what he thought he
was doing.

Level 4

Past perfect continuous They had been driving for six hours.
‘was/were going to’ / was going to tell you.

Passive: modals /t couldn’t have been taken away.

Passive: continuous The match is being played today.
Present perfect passive /t has been eaten.

Past perfect passive /t had been eaten.

3rd conditional / wouldn’t have told him if I'd known.

Main clause + 3 subordinate clauses She lay there for a while thinking about him and wondering
how much today would change their lives.

Non-defining relative clauses Gary, who worked with Tristan, was waiting by the boat.

Causative ‘have’ /'ll have that fixed.

Indirect speech with past perfect / asked him what he had said.

Level 5

Future perfect / will have finished by then.
Future continuous /Il be waiting by the bar.
Passive: future /t will be done.

Passive + infinitive /t is yet to be proved.

Passive + -ing form /t is being done.

Modals and perfect: should, would, must, could, may, might etc. You should have told me.
It must have been raining.

Level 6

There are no grammatical restrictions at this level.



