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Many studies have found a correlation between extensive reading and language competences among first language
learners; conversely, little research in this area is found in foreign language settings. This researcher advocates
leisure reading in an informal language learning setting to help elevate students’ reading motivation and language
proficiency. For that purpose a quantitative study was conducted to investigate students’ reading tendencies and to
discover the effect of outside reading on English proficiency. The results indicated that students favored reading in
small groups in a less structured environment. Students’ vocabulary size and other language skills were also greatly
improved through outside Extensive Reading.
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native language—than in English.
It is interesting to note that although these
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